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WINTER 2011 

One Billion and Counting 
On December 6, 2006 Bus Stop Bible Studies posted 520 «studies¬ inside 260 buses in 
Scarborough, ON.   Based upon media statistics it is estimated that since then there 
have been one billion individual impressions (viewings) of God¬s Word on Canada¬s 
public transit systems!  We rejoice and celebrate the fifth anniversary of that great and 
wonderful day. So many Scriptures come to mind  as we look for superlatives to 
describe what  has come to pass but Jesus sums it up best, ­Humanly speaking, it is 
impossible. But with God everything is possible.®  

Stop Bible Studies, it is because of  his grace 

that so many people across this nation have 

been touched and encouraged by the reading 

of his Word on public transit and it is 

because of his grace that God deserves all the 

glory. 

We have received testimonies from people 

who were contemplating suicide and decided 

instead to reach out to God, individuals 

whose walk with God has been restored and 

renewed, men and women who have been 

sick and discouraged and been comforted as 

God has spoken to them on the buses and 

subways.  

If you are unfamiliar with this ministry, the 

mission of Bus Stop Bible Studies is to 

present the Word of God to the general 

public, in the form of short ôBible studiesõ, 

using advertising panels on the inside and 

 
 

 
David Harrison, 
President 
 

­For I am doing something in your own 
day, something you wouldn¬t believe 
even if someone told you about it.®  
Habakkuk 1:5b.  I try not to quote Scripture 

out of context but I just couldnõt help myself 

as we contemplate all that has happened over 

the past five years. 

God has been so gracious and encouraging.  

It is because of his grace that so many 

individuals have supported the work of Bus 

Spreading the Word 

Visit us online at: 
busstopbiblestudies.com 

Psalm 66:19  

 òBut God did listen! He paid 

attention to my prayer.ó 

Pray for us at  

Bus Stop Bible Studies: 

As we enter the holiday 

season, that God would use 

the Christmas panels to 

touch the hearts and lives of 

those that are hurting and 

searching for His peace. 

That God will provide both 

church and individual 

sponsors  to place a ôStudyõ 

on each bus, subway car in 

the coming months. 

For Christian Business 

owners to support Bus Stop 

Bible Studies by placing 

promotional study panels 

which highlight them as 

ôKingdom Companiesõ.  

ON PUBLIC TRANSIT AND HELPING CHANGE LIVES±ONE BUS RIDE AT A TIME 

Bus Stop Bible Studies is incorporated in 
the province of Ontario as a Corporation 
Without Share Capital and is registered 
with the Canada Revenue Agency and 
qualifies for tax -exempt status as a 
registered charity under paragraph 149(1)
(f) of the Income Tax Act. Official receipts 
will be issued under Regulation 3501 of 
the Income Tax Regulations. Bus Stop Bible 
Studies Charitable Business Number is 
80383 3342 RR0001. Tax deductible 
receipts will be issued at year end for all 
donations of $20 or more.  In accordance 
with Board policy, spending of funds is 
confined to board approved programs and 
projects. Each contribution designated 
towards a Board approved program or 
project will be used as designated, with 
the understanding that when the need for 
such a program or projects has been met, 
or cannot be completed for any reason 
determined by the Board, the remaining 
contributions designated for such program 
or project will be used where needed 
most. 

A back of bus display will be viewed approximately 1,200 times each day  

Celebrating the 
first five years.  

PLEASE PASS ALONG TO YOUR MISSIONS AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH BOARD 

http://www.busstopbiblestudies.com
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+66:19&version=NLT
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outside of buses, LRT (Light Rapid Transit) vehicles, subway 

cars, and similar mediums. Bus Stop Bible Studies 

endeavours to present Godõs Word in a clear and concise 

manner, challenging the reader to think about what they 

have read by posing thoughtful, searching questions and 

comments.  The ministry is non-denominational. 

Lorna Dueck, columnist for the Globe and Mail and host of 

the weekly TV show Context with Lorna Dueck, once 

commented that for many people a Bus Stop Bible Study will 

be their very first exposure to the Word of God.  Sometimes 

these will be immigrants coming from countries where 

simple possession of a Bible can bring death.  In Canada we 

have the enshrined right to display Scripture in public! 

There are so many people to thank who have made this 

journey possibleñ 

ž my wife, Wendy, who supported me even though she had 

so many doubts;  

ž to Bob Morris who grasped the dream and became our 

first board member;  

ž to David, David, Mike, Mike and Charlene who all said 

ôyesõ and joined the board;  

ž to all the volunteers who have donated their time for the 

cause (with a special thanks to Brad, Darin and Jeff);  

ž to Terry Owen our administrator and first fulltime 

employee; 

ž to our very first donor and the hundreds who have 

followed in her steps;  

ž to all the churches, their leaders and congregations who 

have found a common cause that crosses 

denominational boundaries;  

ž to Linda and the Kidz Worship children at Bayfair 

Baptist; 

ž to our children Krista and Daniel for their patience and 

participation;  

ž to the many who have verbally encouraged us and 

broken into spontaneous prayer as they tell of how God 

has encouraged them through this ministry.   

Jesus said, òThe world will know you are my disciples by your 

love for one another.ó  We have been loved! 

In my heart I know that the past five years is only the 

beginning of a much bigger dream.  The past two years have 

been something of a wilderness journey for me personally but 

as anyone who has read the Bible will know, walks through 

the wilderness typically precede great works of God.  May this 

be so. 

As I close, there are two exhortations I would like to leave you 

with.  First, share this Dream with us, where God is so 

obviously present and active and second, pursue your own 

God-given dream whatever the cost.  I am convinced that a 

dream not pursued leads to a life unfulfilled. 

In the wonder of Godõs amazing grace, 

 

1-Billion and Counting±Continued from Page 1. 

continued on page 4 

The Beginning to Now±a Testimony 

Introduction:  Jesus said, òAnd this gospel of the kingdom 
will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come.ó  Matthew 24:9 

In any significant journey or calling, God both prepares us 

and He prepares the way.  Sometimes the lessons can be quite 

pointed. 

Shortly after realizing that God had a calling on my life, 

specifically to launch this ministry, I attended a seminar at 

Oakridge Bible Chapel.  There a young woman from Bancroft 

shared a remarkable testimony of how God had used her but, 

in a moment of error, took the credit upon herself.   God 

rebuked her through the power of His Word, òI am the LORD; 

that is my name! I will not give my glory to anyone else, nor 

share my praiseé.!ó  Isaiah 42:7-8a.  Speaking with her 

afterward, I told her that I believed I was one of the reasons 

she was there, specifically to hear her testimony.  If Bus Stop 

Bible Studies was ever to become something it was certainly 

not going to be Davidõs doingñit was going to be Godõsñand 

He didnõt want me to forget it.  I believe it was a divine and  

critical appointment. 

Even now I find it very difficult to take any credit for what has 

transpired.  It is not from a sense of false humility that I 

continue to ask, òWhy me Lord?ó  The very faith that has 

enabled this ministry was and is a gift from God.  If you find 

anything in this story to marvel at, please, give Him all the 

praise and glory. 

Toronto Subway 

North York (above) is one of three Pregnancy Care Centres that have  
used PromoPanels displayed inside local buses to reach out to people 
who might otherwise be considering  an abortion.  
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Bus Stop Bible Studies±A new look  

A new, more contemporary design has been introduced, along with a new logo.  A standard interior panel measures 35® wide by 
11® high. Each panel is custom printed on a durable vinyl stock. The sponsorship fee (starting at just $691 per panel) covers the 
material costs, printing, inclusion of the sponsor¬s information and space rental inside a bus for a minimum of 16-weeks.  Re-
posting of panels for each additional 16 -week campaign (includes cleaning) starts at $35 1.  The cost for back-of-bus panels (see 
illustration on page 1) starts at $499 1 for a 16 -week campaign.  Additional information is available through our website or by 
calling (888) 428 -7786 or (416) 234 -0555. 1Sponsorship prices vary by transit company and vehicle type.  

Thought provoking 
questions or comments 

Sponsorship information 
(if requested)  

The Word of God is 
displayed on every panel  

High quality images 
grab people¬s attention 

From only $591 for  
12-weeks inside a bus 

Bus Stop Bible Studies can be adapted to meet many different needs; church or ministry identification, personal memorial, etc .  There 
are hundreds of pre-approved designs and verses to choose from.  For specific community outreach programs, double-width 
PromoPanels (see illustrations on pages 7 and 8) are available to promote Vacation Bible School, the Alpha Course and like programs. 
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interior displays may be a better medium than bus shelters. 

December 2005 Shortly before Christmas I approached 

some friends and acquaintances to form a Board of Directors. 

They all said, òYes!ó  

March 2006 Bus Stop Bible Studies is incorporated and 

applies for charitable status. Charitable status was granted in 

just three weeks. We had been advised it would take six 

months. The very first fundraising newsletter is mailed to 

approximately 150-individuals.  People responded generously 

and within a few weeks we have received more than six 

thousand dollars. 

May 2006 The initial flow of funds slowed and one evening 

Wendy asked, òWhat happens if we donõt receive all the 

money we need? Will we have to give these donations back?ó 

For a moment there is doubt but then God speaks. My 

devotional the very next morning is from Habakkuk 2:2-3, 

Then the LORD said to me, ôWrite my answer in large, clear 

letters on a tablet, so that a runner can read it and tell 

everyone else. But these things I plan wonõt happen right 

away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time approaches that the 
vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, wait patiently, for it 

will surely take place. It will not be delayed.õ I stopped 

worrying. 

The Board set a launch target of $20,000. This will be Godõs 

starterõs pistol.  

Summer 2006  Funds steadily came in. Enjoying the wait 

while creating many studies. A new website is created.  

September 2006  Donations are stuck at just over $16,000. 

Another newsletter is sent out with an appeal for the 

necessary funds to get us going. Not a single response. Time 

to re-read Habakkuk 2:2-3. 

November 6, 2006 A commitment of a gift which takes us 

over the top. God says, òGo!ó Extreme joy! Launch date is set 

for December 6th. Panic and elation!  God, is this really 

happening? 

November 17, 2006  The first signed contract and cheque is 

delivered to CBS Outdoor (the TTCõs advertising agency)  for 

the display space.  Watching panels coming off the production 

In December 2001  I drove past an illuminated bus shelter 

displaying a very provocative advertisement with my then 7-

year old son beside me. Two thoughts went through my mind 

at that moment: òMy children shouldnõt have to be exposed to 

that kind of image,ó and, òGod, if only that was your Word on 

display.ó 

Those thoughts have never left me. Over time I have been 

persuaded that perhaps we can publicly display the Word of 

God. Maybe one day society will not contend with the 

unhindered flaunting of every kind of worldly perversion. 

Maybe society will learn to blush again. And so was planted 

the seed of a dream for a ministry to be called òBus Stop Bible 

Studiesó. 

The original concept was to have scripture displays posted in 

the bus shelters themselves. I bounced the idea off a few 

people and most think it is a great idea but say, òDavid, youõre 

too much of a dreamer.  Itõll never fly.ó 

Some time later my wife, Wendy, gave me a 

copy of Bruce Wilkinsonõs book, The Dream 

Giver. Strangely enough, itõs a book all about 

me! A character named Ordinary. I (kind of) 

lay a fleece before the Lord òif itõs really 

supposed to be.ó He never did respond 

specif ica l ly to that  f leece. L i t t le 

encouragements came here and there but not 

the sign that I was looking for. Time went by and the dream 

percolated. God used that time to strengthen my faith for the 

journey that lay ahead. 

Winter/Spring 2003 There is a crisis in my company and we 

were on the verge of bankruptcy. Pleading with God in the 

middle of the night He says, òBut my righteous one will live 

by faith. And if he shrinks back I will not be pleased with 

him.ó  Hebrews 10:38. Okay God, I donõt want you upset with 

me! The company bounced back and God is faithful yet again.  

Summer 2005 I and my family visited the Bridge 

Community Church in Bancroft, Ontario, and in two 

consecutive weeks heard the same message, òGod canõt steer a 

parked car!ó I decided to take the dream out of park. I put it 

into drive but keep my foot off the gas peddle. òTimidó you 

ask? Definitely. 

Having done some further research I decided that bus 

One of our earliest church sponsors was Scarborough Chinese 
Alliance Church 

The Beginning to Now±a Testimony        cont¬d from Page 2 
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line, one is wowed by the shear number of them and theyõd 

only just started.  

November 19, 2006  CBS Outdoor advised us that the TTC 

wants to see copies of all 160 different ôstudiesõ for approval. 

We are told this is most unusual as they had previously 

approved all ten samples we submitted earlier.  

November 26, 2006 A 

meeting is held with Norm 

McLaren and the folks at 100 

Huntley Street. They were so 

encouraging and a studio 

interview was confirmed for 

January 31, 2007.  

November 27, 2006  One week to go. We were hoping to 

hear back from the TTC this day. Itõs all in Godõs hands. The 

first batch of study panels is picked up from the printer.  

November 29, 2006  Still no word from the TTC. Eleven 

volunteers arrive (see bottom of page 3) to help collate and 

prepare the study panels which needed to be treated with anti

-static spray and have church identification labels applied.  

November 30, 2006  The study panels are delivered to the 

distribution warehouse. Still waiting to hear from the TTC.  

December 1, 2006  The following email was received from 

CBS Outdoor, exactly as written: 

ž Please be advised that Marketing has approved the 

Bible Studies creative. (from the TTCõs Marketing 

Department) 

ž All approved. (from the CBS National Accounts Sales 

Manager) 

ž FYI: We are good to go and save the world! (from 

someone within CBS Outdoor) 

December 5, 2006  Starting at 4:00 pm 520 studies were 

posted on the TTC. Iõm clinging to Habakkuk 1:5: The Lord 

replied, ôLook around at the nations; look and be amazed! For 

I am doing something in your own day, something you 

wouldnõt believe even if someone told you about it.õ 

December 6, 2006  A day to celebrate.  Each of the 280 

buses running out of the TTCõs Malvern garage have two Bus 

Stop Bible Studies on display inside. 

The inevitable opposition  

June 28th The following e-mail was received: òI regret to 

inform you that the TTC/ARC [Advertising Review 

Committee] have rejected the latest series of standard 

interiors that were scheduled to post the week of May 14th. In 

addition, they have told us that we must remove the currently 

posted Seventies and Standard Interiors. None of the 

previously reviewed and approved material can continue to 

remain posted.ó This ruling was made following the TTC 

receiving its fifth complaint.  It was appealed and reversed 

October 17, 2007 and no public complaints have been 

reported in the four years since then. 

Bus Stop Bible Studies sent sample studies to several other 

transit companies for approval.  Several said, òYes.ó but other 

said, òNo.ó  In the cities of Burlington, Hamilton and Durham 

we successfully appealed to their respective councils.  The 

City of Mississauga was a very definite òNo.ó but one that 

resulted in a great deal of beneficial publicity from 

mainstream newspapers and radio stations. 

Subsequently, and without any intervention from the 

ministry,  a 2008 Supreme Court of Canada ruling enshrined 

the right of Bus Stop Bible Studies to post advocacy 

advertising on public transit. 

The Blessings of Encouragement 

Busking for the Lordé 
 

In our fall 2007 newsletter we 

featured this photo of Joshua 

Ankenmann of Huntsville, ON, the 

youngest son of Michael 

Ankenmann, one of our board 

members.  Joshua has been 

interested in our ministry ever since 

his dad told him about it.  Even 

though Huntsville only has two vans 

serving as public transit (without 

any advertising space) Joshua 

occasionally set himself up in one of the local supermarkets 

where shoppers tossed coins into his violin case as he regaled 

them with his musical talent for the benefit of the ministry.   

Joshua has consistently been  a very encouraging supporter of 

Bus Stop Bible Studies. 
 

Often, we as adults miss what children grasp so naturally.  

The Kidz Worship group (next page) at Bayfair Baptist in 

Pickering put on a drama, promoting Bus Stop Bible 

5 

Miracle Family 
Temple 

ñwhere miracles 
happenò 

Miracle Family Temple in Scarborough, ON, posted a series of 
displays in Tamil (below).  Other sponsored languages have 
included Armenian, Chinese,  German, Pilipino, Rumanian and 
Russian. Language is not a barrier. 
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Studies to their church, and then presented us with a 

piggybank full of quarters, loonies and twoonies that they 

had collected during the preceding months.   

While frantically trying to keep up with a bus that had a study 

on the back, attempting to take a photo for a 2008 newsletter, 

at just the wrong moment a car pulled in front spoiling the 

shot, or so we thought.  As the bus pulled up to the stop we 

realized that the man in the car in front had no option but to 

read John 3:16!  This was happening thousands of times each 

day. It was one of those ôGod momentsõ when He reminded us, 

in no uncertain terms, of why we do what we do.   

Getting the public to think about God  

In 2009 Bus Stop Bible Studies introduced an interactive 

website answerme.ca and launched a special campaign on 

the sides of 40 streetcars in downtown Toronto and then on 

40 buses in the suburbs (see above).  Many volunteers 

provided extremely thoughtful answers to twenty different 

ôGod questionsõ and then the public was invited to interact 

through the website.  It is evident that lots of people were 

profoundly impacted by what they read and many ôwater 

cooler conversationsõ that ensued. 

You may recall the media frenzy in 2009 created by the 

Atheist Bus Campaign, promoting the message �7�+�(�5�(�·�6��
PROBABLY NO GOD, SO STOP WORRYING AND ENJOY LIFE.  

The media coverage resulted in so much traffic to the Bus 

Stop Bible Studies website that we added an Atheist Welcome 

Page.  Interestingly, during the 4-week campaign, half of 

their 100 panels posted on the subway were defaced. 
 

Lorna Dueck interviewed Chris Hammond of the Atheist Bus 
Campaign and David Harrison for opposing views on her 
Listen Up program Answering Atheism.  The program can be 
watched by searching ­lorna dueck answering atheism® on 
Youtube. 
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The Beginning to Now±a Testimony        cont¬d from Page 5 

In 2008 Bus Stop Bible Studies 
ran a domination campaign, 
taking all 24 -spaces in a TTC 
articulated streetcar for 3 -
months, posting a series of 
PhotoThoughts.  Imagine 
being on a transit vehicle and 
finding nothing but beautiful 
i m a g e s  o f  c r e a t i o n 
encouraging words from 
Scripture. It can happen! 


