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And, the words of Jesus when He exhorted his disciples, òAnd 

this good news of the kingdom (the Gospel) will be preached 

throughout the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, 

and then will come the end.ó Matthew 24:14 Amplified Bible.  If 

any verse in the Bible gives us an urgent and enormous sense 

of responsibilityñthis is it.  This is our passion!  This is our 

purpose! 

We are not so arrogant as to presume that God ôneeds usõ, but 

He has called us to take the Gospel message to the men, 
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The words of Jesus and the response of John.  Many worthy 

scholars have tried to understand what Jesus meant when He 

said, òYes, I am coming soon.ó  As I have meditated on these 

words there are several passages of Scripture that repeatedly 

come to mind, each of which seem to have a direct bearing on 

the timing of the Lordõs return and the ôinfluenceõ we may have 

over it. 

Peter writes, òYou ought to live holy and godly lives as you look 

forward to the day of God and speed its coming.ó 2 Peter 3:11.  

This is a challenge if ever there was one!  Whether this means a 

literal speeding of the Lordõs return, or keeping busy doing 

Godõs work so that the ôtime flies byõ, our attitude and 

behaviour are all important. 

Peter also encourages us in 3:9, òThe Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he 

is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance.ó That, dear friends, is why grace is my 

favourite word in the English language. 


