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O n one of the many bus display panels we try and tell 

the story of òWhy do we do what we do?  Why Bus 

Stop Bible Studies?ó  We quote the words of the Apostle 

Paul, òChristõs love compels us...ó as the motivating force, 

but there is so much more to it than just these four short 

words. 

On the other side of this newsletter you will read a story 

that will quite likely bring a lump in your throat or  a tear to 

your eye.  I ask God, òWhy should we be so privileged to 

become so intimately involved in the lives of complete 

strangers?ó  The answer is really quite simple [or not], 

distilled down to one word, for me the most beautiful word 

in the Bible, ôGraceõ. 

It is my prayer, and of all those involved with Bus Stop 

Bible Studies, that you, as a supporter of this life-changing 

ministry, will share in the wonder and excitement of what 

God is accomplishing through your generosity. 

Even as I compose this message of thanks we are entering 

into the Durham, North Bay, Sudbury and York Region, 

ON, markets.  December 6th, 2009 we enter into our 

fourth year of displaying the Word of God on public 

transit.  God, in his infinite wisdom, provides us with just 

enough testimonies from transit riders to keep us 

enthusiastically motivated but humble, and continually 

striving to expand our territory.  As I think about the impact 

the continual viewing of Bus Stop Bible Studies can have, I 

am reminded of an oft-told story: 

It is said that many years ago a famous minister 

greeted a woman who was washing wool in a sieve. 

When she recognized the minister she said, "I shall 

have all eternity to be grateful for one sermon that you 

preached." He asked, "What did I say in that sermon?" 

She replied, "I can't remember. It's like this sieve--the 

sieve doesn't hold the water, but the water runs 

through and cleanses the wool. My memory doesn't 

keep the words, but blessed be God, He made them 

touch and purify my heart."   

Weõre under no illusion that transit riders remember 

everything they read but we do believe that in the process 

of reading a ôstudyõ, the words act as a purifying agent. 

Although they may not always retain all the facts, the Word 

of God is so powerful that just reading a Bus Stop Bible 

Study can conform them (and us) to the image of Christ.   

As one who has experienced the heart-changing wonder 

of Grace, I look forward to the Advent Season not so 

much with a sense of  wonder and excitement but with a 

profound sense of thankfulness.  On behalf of the Board 

of Directors and everyone else at Bus Stop Bible Studies, 

we wish you a praise-filled Christmas Season! 

 
 

David Harrison, President 

Thank 

you! 
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12-millon Canadians use public transit on a regular 
basis.  Typical transit riders are the ôworking Joesõ, youth, 
immigrants and in most major centres ð business transit 
users.  Over 80% of these transit riders are un-churched, and 
most have never read a verse from the Bible. 

Bus Stop Bible Studies places encouraging and challenging Bible 
verses that deal with everyday life issues inside public transit 
vehicles across Canada, using standard advertising display 
panels. 

As an example of how we can impact a community, in the spring 
2008, 50% of all the TTCõs 2,500 vehicles had an interior 
advertising display of one of the more than 200 different Bible 
verses, sponsored by churches and individuals across the city. 
Every day there were over 600,000 impressions or readings of a 
Bus Stop Bible Study. 

Bus Stop Bible Studies has the right, guaranteed by the Supreme 
Court of Canada, and the opportunity, to expand into all 120 
public transit systems and their 12,000 vehicles.  Bus Stop Bible 
Studies seeks partners who will invest in changing the lives of the 
12-million regular Canadian transit users, one ride at a time. 

Sometime in the next few minutes each of these young people could be 
reading Godõs Word. 
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During the conversation Brad discovered that the 
young manõs mother was a nominal Christian and 
his dad a nominal Muslim.  The boy thought of 
himself as a Muslim but Brad discerned this came 
out of a need to belong, rather than from any 
sincere faith. 

Bus drivers must always check their vehicles before 
they leave the garage, itõs called a circle check, so 
Brad knew there was a Bus Stop Bible Study toward 
the back of his bus ð a strong message about the 
power of the Cross.  Brad sent the young man to the 
back of the bus to read the Bus Stop Bible Study for 
himself.   

He pushed his way through the crush of bodies and 
a few minutes later made his way back to the front 
again.  For the next 30-minutes, Brad and the boy 
talked about God and Jesus, what happened on the 
cross, and what this death on the cross meant. 

Finally they reached the destination where the young 
man got off the bus.  We donõt know what 
happened after that.  We do know this boy got to 
read Godõs Word and we know he heard the 
Salvation Message.   

We donõt for one minute believe that God let it stop 
there.  Each time that young man saw a Bus Stop 
Bible Study after that encounter with Brad weõre 
certain he read Scripture through a different set of 
eyes. 

This story is perhaps unusual and quite emotional, 
but we share it because it dramatically illustrates the 
essence of why Bus Stop Bible Studies exists ð to 
display the Word of God on public transit and help 
plant the first seeds of faith, ultimately leading to a 
life-long relationship with Jesus Christ.  This story 
can only be told because of selfless giving by people 
like you.  Thank you. 

Brad, the kid and the skateboard 

By the providential hand of God, 
shortly after 5:00pm on May 10, 2009 
a teenage boy got on Brad Farkasõ 
bus.  Brad has been a driver with the 

Toronto Transit Commission for more than 20-
years, about the same length of time Brad has been 
a follower of Jesus.   

Brad was driving north on the Jane Street bus, just 
north of St. Clair Avenue, when an obviously broken 
and despairing young man got on his bus.  He was 
carrying a skate board in two pieces.  He didnõt 
have a bus ticket or a valid transfer.  Brad saw in 
this childõs eyes that he needed a break and needed 
compassion. 

The Jane bus is typically crowded throughout the 
day and this was rush hour.  The young man 
explained that, just a short while before, he heard 
the gunshots that took the life of 14-year old Adrian 
Johnston, one of his best friends.  His skate board 
was broken; he had no money and needed to get 
home, typically a 45-minute bus ride. 

Brad and the young man conversed all the way until 
he got off the bus at Finch Avenue.  It turned out 
this was the second friend he lost to gunfire in as 
many months.   

To know Brad is to know one who is full of 
compassion with the gift of evangelism.  As they 
talked, Brad gently asked the kid if he knew what 
would happen to him if his life should ever be 
taken.  The boy confessed that he did not and the 
thought scared him.   

Brad Farkas�v TTC Driver 


